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HIS is News indeed! To 

what Times are we re- 

ferved, when a Clergy- 
- man of the Church of 
England, {worn to maintain her Faith, to pro- 
pagate and inculcate her Doctrines, and to 
do, what in him lies, for the Increafe of her 
Communicants, has the Prefumption, not on- 
ly to deny his helping Hand to fo glorious a 
Work in his own Perfon, but his Pulpit even 
to a Primate of England, that would have fil- 
Jed it with Succef$, for the Growth and En- 
couragement of thofeé young Orphans and 
Children, who like tender Plants ftand in need 
of Support and Warmth, till in a Condition to 
bring forth Fruit, end to aniwer the Labours 
of him that rears and prunes them ? 

Feft. None but a Charles Lamb could have 
done fo: One thar has fhaken Hands with all 
Senfe of Reverence to his Suyeriors, and bid- 
den an Eternal Adieu to all Shame and Confu- 
fiop. 1 jucg’d long fince what bis New Con- 
verfion Would bring nm to, and the Pride and 
Seif-conceit his late Dedication of a few wiim 
fical Sermons drawn up in the Language of 
the Stage, rather chan the Pulpit, to the Kirg, 
would pull him up with. But ’tis neceflary, 
you fhould know my Voucher, read that Pa- 


Earneft. 


a 


ragraph in the laft Saturday's Pof, or Mif}’s 
Ff ournal. ' 

Earneft, (reads) Laff Week, the Church- 
wardens of St. Catharines Creed Church waited 
on his Grace the Arckbihop of York, begging the 
Favour of a Charity Sermon, on the Bebalf of the 
poor Children of the Parifh, which his Grace reas 
dily confented to: And when they came to acquaint 
Mr. Charles Lamb, the Minifter of the Parifh, 
with it; He faid, He would knd his Pulpite for 
no fuch Purpofe ; for, that the Colleétions made at 
thefe Char:ty Sermoms, were to breed up Childrin 
in Rebellious Principles. His Reafons for his 
Breach of good Manners are full as arrogant 
and unaccountable as the Breach ir felf; and 
its much to the Honour of the Neighbouring 
Parith, that they have a Rector or Minifier, 
who not only knows the Deference which is 
due to the higheft Order of the Church, 
and has itin his Practice to diftinguith after a 
moft efpecial manner, between fuch as are it’s 
Bulwarks, and fuch as under pretence of new 
additional Strength ; would Sap it’s very Foun- 
dations ; but bears in Mind, that the Precepts of 
our Holy Religion teach usObedience and Sub- 
mitlion to the Highr Powers, whenthe Faish 
of fuch an Hlegitumate Petrsfogger in Dicumiey 
as this, is nothing but Fadtion; and his fervent 
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Out-crics in defence of the prefent Settle- 
ment of the Throne, nothing but Diffimula- 
tion, for the fake of Preferment. 

Jet. Preferment fay you? He has more 
than he deferves already. Two Livings, and 
(as | am told) a Chap'ainfhip to the Guards, 
when that t0 a Cellier, would Over-rate his 
Services, 1 dare aver, that-had the whining 
Superintendents of the young Fry of Hypo- 
crites, I faw laft Sunday in their Parade home 
to their Academy in Clarkenwell, from their 
Meeting Houfe in St. Fobn's-Lane, defired 
the fame Favour as the Church-Wardens of 
his own Parifh did, he would have had fome 
Grudgings upon his Stomach not to have 
granted it. 

Earneft, Right! ‘Then you have had the 
Curiofity to take a View of that Spawn of 
Infidelity ; that Hodge Podge of Noife and Si- 
lence, of Demurene{s and Merriment. Tho’ | 
think of fuch a Publick Proceflion with Grief, 
yet fince I have {poke fomewhat to that Pur- 
pofe at our firft Meeting, you'll oblige me 
with the Particulars. 

Fef. Inthe firlt Place, let, Spectatum admiffi 
Rifum teneatis Amici ? Stand in the Frontifpiece 
of my Narrative. Know then, that being too 
late for the Prayers of the Church, and un- 
willing to be there after the Confe(fion and Ab- 
folution were over ; My Thoughts led me to 
a View of the Conventicle before-mentiord. 
There I found, among the fanétified Bre- 
thren, fome Yawning, fome Sleeping, fome 
Sighing, fome Winking, and fome Staring, 
while a Lufty Fellow, like Dryden's Buzard 
in his Hind and Panther, (if | miftake not) whofe 
brawny Shoulders fhould make him fir to make 
a€emale Profelyte, was laying about him asloud 
as he could baw], and {pouting out Blafphe- 
mies and Inconfiftencies by full Mourhfuls. 
His Difcourfe, was all about the Love, and 
the Peace of God, while he drefs’d up the 
Firft in fuch Language, as rather became a 
Place of Court/hip, than of Wirfhip, by fay- 
ing, Friends, Friends, Chrift woo’s yeas a young 


about the Laf, in fuch a Manner, as to put 
it beyond Queftion, that it was actually pa/ 
his Underft anding. 

Earneft. Have you the Preacher’s Name? 

eft. Not certainly: But it was Roufe, or 
fomething like it: To be as brief as poflible. 
After he had play’d off his Artillery of Whim 
fies and Chimera’s, and batter'd down the 
Walls of Senfe, for the Space of half an 


Man wocerh a Virgin, and exprefs'd himfelt 





Hour or more: After he had utter'd fiuch 
Elaborate Periods as thefe, abour the Mercies 
of God to his Chofen People the Quakers, 
and declared, That he had open'd the Waters of 
Judah and Jerufalem, for the Children of the 
Firft born, whofe Names are weitten in Heaven, 
to Bath in: After he had called the Light 
within their obfcure and cloudy Dark Lan- 
thorns, the Shield of Faith, the Helmet of Sai- 
vation, and the Shoes of the Gofpel; be turn’d 
himfelf round in the Twinckling of a Bed- 
ftatf, took his Hat from the Pin, fate down. 
put it upon his Head, and was immediately 
as he was, before he ttood up. 

Earneft. A very Comical Defcription, that 
fhews them rather to be Avnabaptifts by their 
Bathing, than the Sectaries they profefs them- 
felves: Though, where to find that Country 
Abroad that will tollerate fich Blafphemies 
which thefe Wretches make ufe of, as their 
averring themfelves to be the Children of the 
Firft-born, whofe Names are written in Heaven, 
or in what Portton of Scriprure’to find the 
Shoes of the Gofpel, it is not in my Capacity 
to difcover. But Remarks like thefe apare, 
till you havedone. _ | 

‘fet. When after fome Pave, as if in Ex- 
pectation upon what Teacher next the Spirie 
of Utterance fhould defcend, up flarts ano- 
ther of thefe Magi Tremulantium, who having 
whip’d his Hat from his Head upon a Pin juft 
over it, ftood full of Emptinefs, Motionlefs, 
and SpeechlefS, for about three Minutes, then 
Talk’d to full as little Purpofé as the other 
thirty fix Minutes more, and having put his 
Audience into Agonies and Throbs by tortur- 
ing the Sacred Text, does even as his Prede- 
ceflor, inthe Art and Myftery of pulling ig- 
norant and deluded People by the Ears, had 
done before him, and fquats himfelf very 
gravely and fupercilioufly down upon his Po- 
fteriors, whilft Hums and Haé’s were dealt 
around him as thick as Hops, 

Earneft. Thefe out-of-the-way Freaks of 
theirs make good the Ticle of our Paper ; 
and give Occafion for Mirth and Sorrow at 
the fame Time. But I interrupt you— 

Fe. Two Minutes more being fpent in 
Sage Contemplation, without any previous 
Notice of Preparation for Prayer given, the 
Swanking Halucinator that gap'd away his 
Nonfenfe firft of ail, leaps as it were unex- 
pectecly upon his Knees; and up ftarts the 
whole Primitive Herd of Brotherhood and 
Sifterhood upon their Legs, with their F - 
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erect and their Mouths thut. We worfhip thee 
O Lord, for thou art worthy, fays the Drone 
of an Enthufiaft ; then by intimating that nei- 
ther Princépal#ies nor Powers were to be had 
in Reverence, but Ged only (when at the 
fame Time he ow’d his Worfhiping him after 
his Frantick Way, to an humane A& of 
Indulgence) he goes on with repeating 
his Indigefted Crambe, till he makes all the 
twenty four Letters in the Engl-(h Vocabu- 
lary run the Gauntlet thro’ Jo: g Lanes of 
crooked Syllables, for Words they could fCarce 
be called, fince they had little or no Mean- 
ing, till at laft he came to his Journey's End, 
and bid his Audie: ce adieu, at Amen Corner. 

Earneft. Well, haft thou {et him Forth my 
Lad! go on. 

‘Feft. "Twas now high Time for us all to 
be jogging. But what I came for a Sight of, 
ftill remain’d to be fee:.—Theretore I planted 
my felf fo as to take a full View of the 
whole Aflembly in their Return home from 
this Houfe of Ofcitation rather than Prayer. 
When in the Rear of more adult J/aacs and 
Sarabs, and other Names that the Old Tefta- 
ment is ftock’d with, out fteps the little Flock 
of young Aminadabs and Tabitha’s, and with 
prim Countenances, the Boys firft, and the 
Girls afterwards, walk Two and Two, ac- 
cording to their refpective Sizes, at the Di- 
rection of the Scribe Eleazar, and Heffer the 
Wife of his Bofom, who clos’d the Proceffion. 

Earn:ft. How many might there be of thefe 
little Sons and Daughters of Infidelity and 
Diifimulation ? 

fet. Forty of both Sexes. To fee how 
neatly they were Clad, the Boys with notch’d 
Hair, and Hats without Stays to them, and 
the Girls with clean white Aprons, and black 
Hoods tyed under their Chins, was enough 
to have put the Managers of our Charity 
Schools to the Bluth. 

Earneft. It ought rather to put the Magi- 
ftracy to it, whofe BufinefS it is to fapprefs 
the Growth of Infidelity, while it is in the 
Bud. 

Fe. How fo? —They are allow’d to teach 
School, as far as Reading and Writing, by 
Veriue of the A& to prevent the Growth of 
Schifm. ? 

Earneft. True—But not to make Solemn 
Proceilions by Way ot Mockery—not to be 
Educated after a Collegiate Manier, rot to 
have a Bell rung at fet Seafons tor Dinner 

































and Supper, and not to be brought up con- 
trary to feveral known Laws of the King- 
dom. 

If Hereticks are liable to cenfiire, fo are the 
Quakers, who fay, ChrifF took Flefh, but no 
otherwite, as they explain it, than as Angels 
aflumed Bodies; or as he, Chrift (or the Word) 
did infpire or dwell in Prophets or Holy Men 
of Old, tho’ they allow (not always) that 
Chrilt did infpire the Perfon of that Man Jefus 
in an higher Meafure than other Men. But 
they deny any proper Incarnation of Chrift ; 
that is, that he was made Flefh; or that He 
and Jelus was one Perfon. If Papifts are to 
be denied the Exercife of their Religion, be- 
caufe of{dolatry, how much more are they ? 
For as their Notioa of their Light within, has 
Jed them from God and Chrift, and their Holy 
Scriptures, into a Chrift and infallible Rule 
within frremfelves: So have they as a Confé- 
quence of this Madne{s, committed the wildeft 
Idolatry to one another, putting themfelves 
in the Place of God, They think it not Ho- 
nour enough to ftand before the Throne of 
God, but George Fox places them upon the 
Throne. The Quakers (fays he) are in the 
Power of God, and in the Authority of the Lamb, 
above all Houfes, and are upin the Throne. 
And according to the High Dignity, inj whlch 
they place themfelves, they giveto themfelves, 
and to one another, the moft peculiar Titles 
ot Chrift, as that ofthe Branch and Star, and 
the Son of God. If Blafphemers fall under a 
Prohibition, fo do they. As may be feen by 
a Letter of one ‘fobn Audland to George Fox, 
fpelt, and pointed according to the Original, 
which begins thus, “‘ Deare and prefious one 
“in whome my Life is bound up and my 
‘* Strenth in thee ftands, by thy breathings 
* Tam nurifhed and refrefhed: and by thee 
© my Srrenth is renewed : bleffed art thou 
‘** for Evermore: and bleffed are all ghat en- 
‘ joy thee: Life and Strenth comes from 
thee holy one: and thou art bletled of the 
‘ Lord for everinore, dear dear reach uno 
*¢ mee, that | may be ftrenthned, co ftand 
“in the mighty power and dread of the 
“ Lord, for the Sarviile is very great, my 
* travelland burthen was never, foe as now 
 fince | faw thee: but daily dee | find thy 
Prefence with me, which doth exceedingly 
preferve me: For | cannor reane but in thy 
 Prefence and P wee: pray, ‘orme, thatl 
* may ftand by thy dread ‘or = zrmore. © e ” 
if 














If Pretences to immediate Revelation, equal 
to what was given to the Pen-2men of the holy 
Scriptures, and to infallibility are to be cone 
demn'd by a Judge, fure am [I thofe of this 
damnable Sect ought to be fo; fince the fame 
Author George Fox, who was their Inftitutor or 
Founder, in his great Myjtery, p. 242. fpeak- 
ing of the Quakers in general, fays, They are 
in the {ame Power, Underftanding, Knowledge, 
and Immediate Revelation from Heaven that the 
Apofties were in. Thou (fays he again to his 
Opponent, p. 96.) not being infallible, thou art 
not in the Spirit, and fo art not a Minifter, and 
art not able to judge of Powers, that is not infal- 
lible, nor Magijtractes, nor Kingdoms, nor Churches. 
This infallible Spirit is given to us, every one of usin 
particular find this Light gave us to difcern 
between Truth and Error, between every fale and 
right way, and it perfectly difeou.r'd to us the 
the true State of all Things. So that, notwith- 
ftanding thefe.Wrerches. of Enthufiafts and 
Madmen may take Covert under the Shadow 
of an Act of Parliament, that may feemungly 
allow them Protection and Impunity ; ‘tis 
plain, that as -Hereticks, as Idolaters, ilajphe- 
mers, Enthufiafts, and Pretenders to Divine Re- 
velation, initead of being countenanced, cour- 
ced and careffed, they ought to meet with 
all manner of Difcouragement, and before the 
Contagion of their Diabolical Errors {preads 
itfelf too far, not only to have their Schools 
fhut up, but their very Meeting-houfes. 
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